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Dear Ravi, October 29, 2020 
 
I am excited at the prospect of joining the Richmond Planning Commission. I hope you and others will 
agree that my professional experience and skills, my service, and my deep commitment to an equitable, 
sustainable future prepare me well for serving on the Commission.  
 
Professionally, I am a forest ecologist, and I work and teach in the forestry program at UVM in addition 
to conducting forest carbon project verifications across the country. To date, my research addresses 
climate adaptation and mitigation challenges facing land managers and conservation planners. My 
doctoral research, for example, involved mapping landscape connectivity networks for species to track 
suitable climatic conditions as well as identifying where and when tree restoration may be most 
effective after climate-driven wildfires. In all cases, it has become abundantly clear to me that our built 
environment has great potential to both impede and facilitate human and natural communities�[ ability 
to adapt to climate change. Moreover, as more people seek refuge in the cooler and cleaner air of 
places like Vermont�v driven both by the pandemic as well as warming temperature and intensifying 
storms�v strategic planning and carefully evaluating trade-offs will be critical to ensure a healthy, vibrant 
future for us all. That is particularly true in � ĥigh demand�_ community like Richmond�v for example, as 
our town becomes a regional recreation destination, what are the trade-offs between promoting a 
healthy tourism economy and preserving �š�Z�������Œ�����[�•���Œ�µ�Œ���o��character and large blocks of contiguous 
forest? 
 
I have lived in Richmond for just over a year (though I�[ve wanted to move here for over a decade!), and I 
already feel deeply embedded in and committed to this community. I believe that shows through my 
efforts on both the Richmond Conservation Commission (RCC) and the Andrews Community Forest 
Committee (ACFC) to date. On the RCC, for example, I led a volunteer inventory of ash trees within the 
public right-of-way (we covered 20 miles total) given the impending arrival of emerald ash borer (EAB). I 
am now working with town officials to develop an EAB-response plan and have just submitted a grant 
proposal to Vermont�[s Urban and Community Forestry program for funding to treat healthy ash trees 
and replace unhealthy ash trees within the village. (If I am appointed to the Planning Commission, I will 
continue to lead the EAB response task force, but will eventually step down from the RCC to enable 
another community member to participate.) On the ACFC, I spearheaded a recent effort to hire not just 
a trail designer, but a collaborative team of a trail designer and an ecologist to ensure that ecological 
considerations will be paramount in trail design. 
 
Now, I am eager to put energy towards longer-term, strategic planning with the Planning Commission. I 
learned a great deal at the recent meeting I attended, and was glad to be able to connect my 
understanding of recent legislative developments to proactive actions Richmond may take (e.g., with 
regards to greenhouse gas reduction targets). I thank you for considering my interest in joining the 
Richmond Planning Commission and I look forward to hearing from you.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Caitlin Littlefield 
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